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What is Stand Up? *
Stand Up is the world'’s largest mobilisation.

It is a worldwide initiative seeking to end poverty, address its
causes and achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

In 2008, 117 million people worldwide joined together through
Stand Up (a Guinness World Record), including over 207,000
Australians who participated in Stand Up events around the
country. The 2008 Stand Up participation led to direct action
and policy changes in many developing countries, where leaders
saw that people in their country were passionate about ending
poverty. However, many more steps need to be taken.

This year join us as more and more people come together to urge
world leaders to keep their promises and do their fair share to end
poverty and climate change.

You can Stand Up in your school, university, workplace, church or
community group to add your voice to the growing worldwide
movement that will not remain seated in the face of poverty.

Why Stand Up?

Every day over 50,000 people die of easily preventable and
treatable causes. Millions of people all over the world are living in
extreme poverty. We can either stand-by and watch or stand up,
show that we care and make a difference.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), agreed in 2000 by
191 heads of government, set out the pathway and promises of all
to reach poverty reduction targets by 2015. Progress towards the
MDGs is slowing and will slow even more unless climate change is
also urgently addressed.

This October, join with millions calling on world leaders to take
urgent action towards achieving the Millennium Development
Goals.

How to Stand Up in your church
Stand Up is a simple yet powerful idea.

Get your church, school or group active with you by taking part
in Stand Up together as part of the huge global movement

to eradicate poverty. It's an easy starting point for people to
encourage our leaders to give more and better aid and tackle
climate change in support of the Millennium Development Goals.

Here’s how to organise a Stand Up event:

Plan a time

Talk to your church leaders/school teachers/group organisers

to planatime to'Stand Up'between Friday October 16 and Sunday
October 18 — as part of your youth group, mother’s group, church
service or prayer meetings.

Register your event
Register your event at: www.standupagainstpoverty.com.au

Remember the poor

During the service, you may like to have a time of reflection or
prayer for those who live in poverty everyday. The following page
has a prayer that focuses specifically on climate change and
environmental degradation that could be read out, or you can
write your own.

At the event
Stand up, read the pledge together, and count the number of
people participating.
Pray for the poor, and for world leaders going to the
Copenhagen meetings using the sample prayer in this kit.

Extra ideas
Have someone speak about how the MDGs are relevant to
your church group and suggest further actions to take. Ideas
on the Stand Up website.
Take a photo of your event and send it to your MP with a
personal note.
Make a commitment as a group to take further action.

Make sure your Stand Up counts!

After your event submit your participant numbers by email to
info@standupagainstpoverty.com.au (no later than 6pm EST
Monday 19 October 2009) to make sure your numbers are
included in the Guinness World Record attempt.

A prayer to use during your event

Lord God,

We celebrate you who
offers healing and hope -
spiritual, physical, emotional
and social healing for all
people.

We thank you for the example of Jesus who appreciated and
valued the poor and those who were at the edges of society.

Be with the hungry and homeless who cry out to you.

Be with parents who work long hard hours toiling for their
families. Give them rest.

Be with those who are ill and tired from overwork and disease.
Restore them to health.

Be with mums and dads who dream that life will be better for
their children. May their hopes not be in vain.

Be with all who live fearfully because of violence and war. Protect
them.

Help us to work for justice for the most vulnerable ones in the
world.
Help us to stand up and speak out for the defenceless.

In the name of Jesus, our example and our Saviour,

Amen.

Ideas to make your event a success

Create a notice for your church bulletin advising of the up-
coming stand up action

Create your own Stand Up and take action against poverty
prayer

Create a list of bible passages, prayers for use during Stand
Up

For more information, please visit the Stand Up website:
www.standupagainstpoverty.com.au



